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2007 NPSNM Grants Awarded

The board of Native Plant Society of New
Mexico agreed to provide funding to these
proposals for 2007:

Pollination of Agaves by Nectar-feeding Bats and

Lichens of New Mexico
—to David Johnson, College of Santa Fe, to begin
ateaching collection of lichens of NM at CSF.

Checklist of Vascular Plants in the Sandia and

Birds in Southwestern NM

—to Angela England, graduate student at UNM, to
study reproductive ecology of Agave palmeri in the
NM bootheel, where nectar-feeding bats occur.

High Desert Cactus Demonstration Garden

—to Texas Master Gardeners Association, El Paso
County Chapter, to expand on completed Phase 1
of the garden, focusing on Chihuahuan Desert cacti.

Greenhouse for propagating plants native to Taos

Manzano Mountains of Central NM

—to Bob Sivinski, to make available to everyone
the floristic study to provide verifiable data for
phytogeographic and biodiversity research.

Wild Orchids of the Southwestern US
—to Paul Martin Brown, to research NM orchids
for the 10" book on North American wild orchids.

A Field Guide to the Flora and Fauna of the
Middle Rio Grande Bosgue

County
—to NPSNM Taos Chapter, to help upgrade the

deteriorating greenhouse used to propagate plants
for local demonstration gardens and plant sales.

Floras of the Burro Mountains and Lake Roberts
(GilaNF): Voucher specimen mounting

—to William Norris, Western NM University, to
mount and process 1,730 voucher specimens for
submission to WNMU. Ultimately, floras of Burros
and Lake Roberts will be published.

Plant Trunk

—to Gila Conservation Education Center (Silver
City), to continue developing traveling plant trunk
for classroom presentations on plant ID, anatomy,
native foods, seed dispersal strategies, etc.

—Drylands Ingtitute. (No funding. NPSNM
agreed to buy books when published.)
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From the President

This has been an active time for the society —
finishing up the plant salvage (thanks to all who
made this a great success), distribution of grant
awards, receiving applications for the new
administrative assistant position, as well as many
chapter activities. | was privileged to participate in
two, one at Oliver Lee State Park with the Otero
Chapter and one at San Juan College with the San
Juan Chapter. Both visits were fun and informative
with lots of good people participating.

Spring rains have brought out a wealth of native
plants, some not seen in years. Two new ones for
me were in the badlands near Chimayo north of
Santa Fe, the very showy Erigeron pulcherrima
and a small colony of the yellow composite
commonly seen in Utah, Senotus armerioides. |
had found a large colony (about 400 plants) on a
single mesa top east of Los Alamos, but this new
colony was a surprise. The fuchsia of Oxytropis
lambertii, usually restricted to a few roadside banks
in the Rio Grande Valley, is currently covering
large areas of the above Badlands. | estimated
30,000 to 40,000 blooms of Penstemon
secundiflorusin Los Alamos County. I'm certain
you all have your new finds to add to these.

There are many new ideas floating around in my
head. At the suggestion of Tom Antonio, our vice
president, I'd like to look into expanding the state
board by inviting influential and/knowledgeable
people who might not be NPSNM members but
who might provide insights of the public we don't
have. One possibility would be someone from the
state highway department who could help us in an
initiative I'd like to get started: that of making
NPSNM a resource for, rather than a critic of,
roadside and median management such as mowing,
seeding, etc. There is much we could do here,
especially since it occurs to me that perhaps 90
percent of all native plants seen by New Mexicans
are seen from their cars. Consider the added water
collection that the impermeable roadway provides
such floral displays, and we ought to work with the
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highway department to enhance these ad hoc flower

displays.

Other board members might be from appropriate
state and federal agencies, perhaps a nature reporter
from a New Mexico publication, etc. And so I'd
like to hear from you, both by nominations of
particular people and suggestions of appropriate
types of people we should have. Such
representation might be very helpful in getting our
message more broadly known and in making us
more of a statewide resource.

By the time this newsletter comes out we should
be well along in hiring our administrative assistant.
One of the duties of the position will to be help
chapter program people find good speakers. This
will be a two-way street, in that we're asking the
chapters to send us names of good speakers. Once a
person has put together a talk, it's easy to give it
severa times. Thus, names you send us will be
forwarded to the other chapters for their
consideration. Here it would be appropriate for the
state organization to pay any travel expenses of
such speakers. So, until we have the person in
place, you can send your suggestions to me (a

quick email would do), and I'll pass the names on to

the successful applicant.

My goa of meeting with every chapter this year
is nearly complete. | only have three left—EI Paso,
Las Cruces, and Silver City. Perhaps we could
conspire to have me make a grand tour, visiting all
on the same trip? My visits to the other chapters
have greatly encouraged me about the health of the
society, and it was grand to see people working
hard and having such fun! Native plants gladden
the heart. Enjoy.



