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New Mexico Native Plant Day

A fascinating (and tasty) affair

August 30 was designated 2008 New Mexico
Native Plant Day by Governor Richardson.
Chapters around the state celebrated with special
events. Some are reported here and on pages 4-5.

Otero Chapter savors native plants
By Helgi Osterreich

The Otero Chapter of NPSNM and Oliver Lee
Memorial State Park put on several activities at the
park. A tour of native plant identification and uses
was led by Charles Wood, park ranger and NPSNM
member. We also saw the devastation of the creek
bed which resulted from our heavy rainfal at the
end of July. At the time, the wooden wakway
which enabled people to walk up the creek was
being repaired following the 2006 flood damage. It
is now totally gone. The riparian trail is also totally
gone. It will take many years for the creek to
recover, and for the park to rebuild the trail.

Otero Chapter members provided refreshments
using native plants. These included Amaranth
Zucchini Bread, Algerita Pie, Brisket with Juniper
Berries, Mesquite Jelly, Yucca Blossom Quiche,
and Nopalito Casserole. All the food was gone in
about half an hour!

We also signed up new member families and sold
books. Entomologist and NPSNM member Eric
Metzler spoke about “The Importance of
Pollinators.” Ranger Wood did a program at the

(Continued on page 4)
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Otero Chapter’s Iris Ruiz dishes out the popular
refreshments made from native plants at Native
Plant Day festivities at Oliver Lee Memoria State
Park near Alamogordo.

Photo by Helgi Osterreich
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From the President

Thiswill be my last contribution to the president's
column. It has been a good two years and has gone
by al too swiftly. There are so many things |
wanted to do and didn't, but in rounding up al the
records for our archives, | find there have been
many good things done. Perhaps the most
important was establishing the administrative
coordinator position, which Sandra Lynn so ably
fills. 1 have worked to improve the financial
position for the chapters and improve
communication between chapter presidents and
with the state organization. | am very gratified to
see that the date of officers for the next two-year
term is excellent and strong. All the best to them.

NPSNM has taken positions on severa issues
important to plants in our state. We have created
the Jack and Martha Carter Conservation Fund to
expand our ability to support herbaria, researchers,
educators, and conservation efforts across the state.
We have diversified our investments by purchasing
mutual funds as well as traditional CDs. It will be
interesting to see which earn the larger return.

Thanks to Steve Robertson, our treasurer, for
ironing out many wrinkles in our financia
situation, especially some of our problems with the
IRS. Also thanks to Tom Antonio, who has taken
on several important tasks. With Sandra Lynn's
help, we put on a very successful two-day
workshop on grass identification. To our surprise
many of the participants were from government
agencies, which is evidence of our ability to
contribute to the larger community. We will plan
several more such workshops.

| was gratified to see all the chapter activities for
Native Plant Day August 30. This is an excellent
way to get our message out and to increase
membership.

| appreciate Jim Nellessen's outstanding
leadership last year in the rescue of plants along the
highway near Carlsbad. It was an example of how
NPSNM can work with others in mutually
beneficial projects. There have been many other

Chick Keller

efforts, and | thank all those who gave their time
and talent to them.

In retirement | hope to continue to work on
NPSNM projects. Some of us are putting together a
photographic show to be displayed in the state
capitol with the pictures to be donated to individual
senate offices after the show. Any suggestions,
contributions, or help would be greatly appreciated.
All the best to you and be sure to get out and enjoy
our splendid native plants.

I Jercinovic Fire Fund 1
l to Replace Losses |

A large fire in the Manzano Mountains
. this summer has taken the home of long-
. time active NPSNM members Gene and |
_ Betty Jercinovic. While they have |
_ insurance for replacement of the structure,
_ they have none for the contents. Gene was |
 able to save his plant collection, extensive |
plant library, and microscope, but their loss
 istruly staggering. I
U NPSNM President Chick Keller of Los H
.~ Alamos said, “As one who lost his home
ﬁ’“ (and much of the contents) to fire, | can H
ﬁ’“ attest to the extreme hardship this event H
“f has caused the Jercinovics. Therefore, with H
ﬂ% Board approval, | am establishing an H
ﬂ% NPSNM fund to assist them in getting back H
ﬂ% on their feet. | urge you al to consider a H
ﬂ% generous contribution to this fund.” H

Checks can be made out to “NPSNM
Jercinovic Fire Fund” and should be sent to
Treasurer Steve Robertson at: HC74 Box
~ 21862, El Prado, NM 87529, ]



Two NPSNM positions available, see page 16:
Website Editor
Newsdletter Editor

ThisNEWSLETTER is published quarterly by the Native
Plant Society of New Mexico, a nonprofit organization, and is
free to members. The NPSNM is composed of professional
and amateur botanists and others with an interest in the flora
of New Mexico. Origina articles from the Newsletter may be
reprinted if attributed to the author and to this Newsletter.
Views expressed are the opinions of the individual authors
and not necessarily those of NPSNM.

Manuscripts and artwork are welcome and should be submit-
ted to the editor, Renée West at:

keywestern@hotmail.com OR:
1105 Ocaotillo Canyon Dr., Carlsbad NM 88220

Next Deadlineis Dec. 1, 2008

M ember ship in the NPSNM is open to anyone supporting
our goals of promoting a greater appreciation of native plants
and their environment and the preservation of endangered
species. We encourage the use of suitable native plantsin
landscaping to preserve our State’' s unique character and asa
water conservation measure. Members benefit from chapter
meetings, field trips, publications, plant and seed exchanges,
and educational forums. A wide selection of books dealing
with plants, landscaping, and other environmental issues are
available at discount prices. The Society has also produced
two New Mexico wildflower posters by artist Niki Threlkeld
and a cactus poster designed by Lisa Mandelkern. These can
be ordered from our Poster Chair or Book Sales representa-
tive.

Proofreaders: Sandra Lynn, Steve West, and Jane Mygatt.

Mailing: Carolyn Gressitt.

505-835-0687
2188 NM Hwy 1
Socorro, NM 87801

Visit our website at:

State

__Albuquerque

___El Paso, TX
___Gila(Silver City)
__LasCruces

__Oteo

___San Juan (Farmington)
___SantaFe

__Taos

Annual Dues;

Individual or Family....
Friend of Society..........
Supporting Member......

Benefactor..................
Life Member............... $1,000
Limited Income,
Students &
Seniors (654).............. $12
Endowment contribution $

Total $

Make your check payable to
NPSNM
and send to
Member ship Secretary
P.O. Box 2364, Las Cruces NM 88004
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http://npsnm.unm.edu/
http://www.riogrande-cacti.com
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Chihuahuan Desert Garden entitled “Xeriscaping a
Desert Garden,” giving advice, plant lists, and
demonstrations on how to create a beautiful garden
which conserves water while preserving our natural
habitats.

From Wetlands to Wildflowersin Santa Fe
By CristinaM. Salvador

Two strikingly different environments, both
nourished by the waters flowing from the Sangre de
Cristo Mountains. a wetland preserve and an alpine
meadow. The variation of habitats around Santa Fe
harbor a diverse native flora, apt for viewing,
examining, and celebrating late summer species.
Leonora Curtin Wetland Preserve

A crisp and sunny morning greeted naturalist
Nancy Daniel and her group of hikers as they began
exploring the Leonora Curtin Wetland Preserve. In
anticipation of observing many native species, she
quickly pointed out how the preserve acknowledges
the useful roles of non-natives in maintaining
healthy riparian habitat, such as the tall Russian
olives (Elaeagnus angustifolia), which provide a
shady canopy above the trail along with the Rio
Grande cottonwoods (Populus deltoides ssp.
widizeni). Viewable from the trail was an
impressive flowering display of the medicina
species, yerba-mansa (Anemopsis californica),
western yarrow (Achillea millefolium), and of
course, chamisa (Ericameria nauseosa).

Nancy pointed out that many think chamisais the
guilty party behind allergy suffering this time of
year. However its pollen is delivered by insects and
not wind. The true culprit, she explained, is the
nonnative kochia (Kochia scoparia), which flowers
and releases pollen into the wind during the same
period. Growing side by side, two sunflowers were
identified: Helianthus annuus and H. nuttallii. Near
the pond everyone looked up between the tall
cattails leaves (Typha latifolia) as she distinguished
between the male flowers (higher on the spike)
from the female flowers directly lower on the spike.
A wedth of knowledge, Nancy also commented
that cattail pollen can be used as edible flour!

The walk continued to drier land just up the path
a few hundred yards away. In this area the group

observed several different species of cacti and
soapweed yucca (Yucca glauca). Water, being an
important resource, is diverted and conserved using
bales of hay as retaining walls benefiting newly
planted native species for habitat restoration.

Lesser
rattlesnake
plantain
(Goodyera
repens), an
orchid, at
Santa Fe Ski
Basin.

Photo by
Carol Johnson

Santa Fe Ski Basin

Later in the day and higher in the sky (elevation
10,500 ft!), the base of the ski lift was a perfect
starting point for the afternoon walk through alpine
meadows led by George Cox with assistance from
Thomas Antonio and Chick Keller. Typically, at
this time of year one would expect the prime
flowering time of many species to be past;
however, the group was pleasantly surprised to find
some late bloomers.

Three species of gentians in full flower were
certainly the highlight of the trip.

“The largest, the fringed gentian (Gentianopsis
crinita), was spectacular, with its deep, dark blue
petals with fringed edges,” George observed. “The
Parry's gentian (Gentiana parryi), somewhat
smaller, had barrel-shaped corollas with deep blue
tips. Flowers of the still-smaller dwarf gentian
(Gentianella amarella) were very pale blue, but
still adelight to look at.

“Also of note were the several species of native
orchids, most of which were past their flowering

(Continued on page 5)
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prime. Two bog orchids—green and purple
(Platanthera aquilonis and P. purpurascens)—
were found along streams, but most of their small
green flowers were fading. The few spotted coral-
root orchids (Corallorhiza maculata) we found in
the dense forest were in fruit only. We saw several
good-sized patches of the green rattlesnake plantain
(Goodyera oblongifolia), with its green basal leaves
sharply net-veined with white. It was also past
flowering. One of our group members spotted a
solitary plant of the lesser rattlesnake plantain
(Goodyera repens), shorter than its green cousin
and differing in having unmarked leaves. Best of
al, it was in full bloom, with dainty white flowers
covered on the outside by dense white hairs. Thisis
another species | had not seen at the ski area, which
just goes to prove that revisiting an area as rich in
species as the ski basin will almost always revea
some surprises.”

As flowering times shift, species disperse, and
precipitation patterns change, plenty of new
discoveries await. Much appreciation goes to the
Santa Fe Chapter for sponsoring these events, and
to the Santa Fe Botanical Garden. And to the
participants, whose enthusiasm made Native Plant
Day in New Mexico abig success.

Charles Woods leads a native plant hikein

Oliver Lee Memoria State Park.
Photo by Helgi Osterreich






